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OUR MISSION
ENDURES

2022
CRMSDC hosts 50th Anniversary celebration at the Smithsonian’s 
National African American Museum of History & Culture. The 
celebration includes inducting trailblazers, pioneers and titans 
into the MBE Hall of Fame. 

2022
CRMSDC launched the MBE CEO Pandemic Recovery 
Academy — a transformational six-week executive 
education program in partnership with the University 
of Maryland Global Campus (UMGC).

2021
The Minority Business Development Act of 2021 
makes MBDA a permanent agency.
The Minority Business Development Act of 2021 

2021
CRMSDC awarded a five year/$2M grant to open the first MBDA business 
center in Virginia. A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on October 19th, 2021.

2020
Inaugural launch of Wells Fargo MBE CEO 
Leadership Academy Program with 15 Class 1 
and 2 certified MBEs. Modules included: 
Business Growth Strategies, Access to Capital, 
Talent Management, Mind and Body Wellness.

2020
Pandemic hits and CRMSDC launched a 
series of webinars and newsletters, 
branded as HOTSHEET, and the HOTCHAT 
podcast to reach and inform our minority 
businesses and corporate members. The 
series provided relevant and informative 
content to our MBEs to assist them in 
surviving the coronavirus pandemic.

2019
When CRMSDC 1st made the 
Washington Business 
Journal’s List ranking #13 as 
one of the Top 25 Largest 
Business Advocacy Groups 
in the Greater D.C. Region. 
CRMSDC continues to make 
the WBJ list in 2020, 2021 
and 2022.

2019
MBEIC presents 1st MBE 
Pitchmania event held 
at Pepco Gallery during 
the annual MBEIC 
Kick-Off Breakfast.

2019
MBDA Century Club Award presented to Washington DC MBDA 
Business Center & MBDA Federal Procurement Center. Washington 
DC MBDA Business Center also received a special award for Highest 
Dollar Amount In Financing with over $3M. Both centers were 
awarded Outstanding ratings in subsequent years.

2019
Reginald F. Lewis 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award presented to 
Carl D. Jones, 
Managing Partner and 
Majority Owner of 
Monumental Concrete.

2018
Reginald F. Lewis Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
presented to Cora Williams, 
CEO of Ideal Electrical Supply.
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Throughout the last half-century, we have made
it our mission to connect minority business 
suppliers to economic growth opportunities 

within our corporate member network.
CRMSDC remains at the ready to offer

guidance, insights, advocacy and accolades
to MBEs across the Capital Region.

We have reached many
milestones on our 50-year journey.

Take a look!
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1972
Greater Baltimore Minority 
Purchasing Council and the 
Metropolitan Washington, 
D.C., Minority Purchasing 
Council join ranks with 
National Minority 
Purchasing Council which 
was the predecessor to the 
NMSDC. 

1977
Maryland Congressman Parren 
J. Mitchell introduces a series 
of historic legislative initiatives, 
including Public Law 95-507, 
setting the foundation on which 
all minority business enterprise 
business programs 
are built.

1983
Maryland/District of Columbia MSDC 
wins Council of the Year Award from 
National Minority Supplier 
Development Council.

1983
President Ronald Reagan signs Executive Order 12432, 
which requires all federal agencies to develop specific 
goal-oriented plans for expanding procurement 
opportunities to minority businesses.

1988
Maryland/District of 
Columbia MSDC service 
area expands to include 
Northern Virginia. 

1988
Jimmy H. Harrison 
becomes executive 
director.

1989
NMSDC reorganizes; 
Northern Virginia becomes 
part of the Virginia MSDC.

1989
Supreme Court decision 
in Richmond v. Croson 
erodes MBE programs.  

1990
Charles R. Owens takes over as 
executive director. Under his 
leadership, the Council 
experiences tremendous 
growth and establishes several 
unique programs, including a 
corporate CEO Advisory Board.

1996
NMSDC names MD/DC MSDC 
Council of the Year. 

1995
First MD/DC MSDC 
Business Procurement 
Conference/Business Fair 
held at the Baltimore 
Convention Center.

1998
June Dashiell 
becomes 
executive 
director.

2001
Kwame Brown takes 
over as president and 
CEO. Council 
introduces Woman of 
Color Awards and 
“Source Magazine.” 2003

Presents Reginald F. Lewis 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Marion O. “Duke” 
Greene, Jr., president 
and CEO, American 
Development Corp.  

2004
State of Maryland reforms MBE 
program, passing 50 new laws, 
including first state-level set aside 
for small business; becomes 
model for rest of country.

2005
Joshua Smith, president, 
Maxima Corp., receives 
Reginald F. Lewis Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

2005
Kenneth E. Clark 
becomes president 
and CEO. 

2002
Holds 21st Annual Leadership Award at Kennedy Center 
in Washington, D.C.; presents first Reginald F. Lewis 
Lifetime Achievement Award to William and Roberta 
March, March Funeral Home.

2006
Raymond Haysbert, CEO, 
Park Sausages, receives 
Reginald F. Lewis Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

2007
Jake Oliver Jr., publisher, 
“The Afro-American 
Newspaper,” earns 
Reginald F. Lewis Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

2008
Cathy Hughes, founder and 
chairperson, Radio One, 
receives Reginald F. Lewis 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

2010
President Barack Obama visits 
MD/DC MSDC MBEs Steven Neal, 
president K. Neal Trucking 
International, and Mei Xu, 
president, Pacific Trade. 

2011
MD/DC MSDC corporate 
member, Turner Construction, 
forms joint venture with 
certified MBEs to build 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memorial on the Mall in 
Washington, D.C. 

2011
Robert “Bob” Johnson 
receives Reginald F. Lewis 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

2009
Francisco Gali, Gali 
Service Industries, 
earns Reginald F. Lewis 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award.

2009
MD/DC MSDC hosts first NMSDC 
Legislative Day on the Hill.

2012
Maria Beckett earns 
Reginald F. Lewis Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

2015
Sharon R. Pinder 
becomes president 
and CEO.

2013
Emmit McHenry, 
NetworkSolutions.Com, receives 
Reginald F. Lewis Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

2013
Tracey Jeter becomes 
president and CEO.

2015
Kevin Johnson, CEO, Commercial 
Group, receives Reginald F. Lewis 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

2015
Graduates 
first MBE 
Academy 
class.

2017
Forms Capital 
Region MSDC MBE 
Business 
Consortium.

2017
First Get on the Plane Business Tour program, Capital 
Region MSDC’s MBEs, flies to Nashville to explore 
potential business opportunities and attend MBE2MBE 
exchange with Tri-State Minority Supplier 
Development Council MBEs to explore joint ventures.

2017
First Breakfast with 
the President event 
featuring Ricky Smith, 
CEO, BWI Marshall 
Airport.

2017
Celebrates 45th Anniversary with Leaders & Legends 
Awards Ceremony at MGM National Harbor.

2013
NMSDC consolidates affiliates; 
name changes to Capital Region 
MSDC and expands to include 
Northern Virginia.

2016
Launches 
annual Super 
Matchmaker 
Conference.

2016
Capital Region MSDC wins $4.1 million/five-year Minority Business 
Development Agency grants to operate the MBDA Business Center, 
Washington, D.C. and the MBDA Federal Procurement Center, the only 
business center dedicated to helping MBE win federal contracts. 

2016
Tony Jimenez, CEO, 
MicroTech, receives  
Reginald F. Lewis Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

2016
Leaders & Legends 
Award Ceremony 
incorporates Top 100 
MBE Awards®.

2016
First Get on the Bus 
Business Tour, featuring 
Prince George’s county 
executive Rushern Baker. 
MBEs briefed on economic 
growth in county. 

2014
Lillian Lincoln Lambert earns 
Reginald F. Lewis Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

1981
Greater Baltimore Minority Purchasing Council, Inc. 
and Metropolitan Washington, D.C., Minority 
Purchasing Council combine to form 
Maryland/District of Columbia Minority Supplier 
Development Council. John Rich becomes 
executive director.

1981
First Leaders and Legends 
Awards Gala held.

2017
Eddie C. Brown, 
Founder, Brown 
Capital Management, 
receives Reginald F. Lewis 
Lifetime Achievement Award.
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